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Responses to Comments 

CVRWQCB-1 

The potential effects of the SDIP tidal gate operations on the Stockton DWSC 
DO concentrations are fully described and evaluated in Section 5.3. 

CVRWQCB-2 

Data for DO in Middle and Old River channels are very limited (See Figure 5.3-
7).  DO changes in these channels are speculative; however, the increased tidal 
flushing that will be provided with the tidal gate operations described in 
Section 5.2 will likely improve the periods of low DO that have been measured 
in these channels. 

CVRWQCB-3 

The effects of the SDIP on the DWSC localized area of low DO are fully 
described under Impact-WQ-13.  No documentation exists on the causes and 
extent of impairment of low DO in Middle or Old River.  The section describing 
RWQCB DO TMDL efforts in Section 5.3 has been modified as suggested.  
References in Chapter 8 of the Draft EIS/EIR have been added for the DO 
TMDL Implementation Plan and D-1641. 

CVRWQCB-4 and CVRWQCB-5 

Changes in Section 5.3 have been made to clarify that the DO objective is a 
minimum DO concentration and that no change in DO is allowed if the DO is 
already less than the DO objective.  The significance criteria for DO are no 
changes if the DO is already below the objective and no reductions of more than 
0.5 mg/l, when the baseline DO is greater than the objective plus 0.5 mg/l.  The 
Basin Plan DO objective is 5.0 mg/l at all times in Middle And Old River 
channels.  However, because no tool is available for evaluating potential changes 
in DO concentrations in Middle River and Old River channels, no DO impacts 
are identified for these channels. 

CVRWQCB-6 and CVRWQCB-7 

The simplified relationship between flow and DO was not given directly in the 
RWQCB staff report.  The relationship between DWSC flow and DO that was 
assumed for the impact analysis is reasonable for comparative impact 
evaluations.  This relationship is the general pattern shown in the referenced 
RWQCB staff report.  The assumptions used in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR 
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assessment are clearly stated, but the text has been changed so that the 
relationship is not directly attributed to the RWQCB staff report. 

CVRWQCB-8 

Please see Master Response O, Gate Operations Review Team. 

The future ability to increase DO with an oxygenation device in the DWSC will 
perhaps make these adaptive management decisions for the head of Old River 
gate somewhat easier.  As a separate project from SDIP, DWR is proceeding 
with construction and testing of a full-scale pure oxygen aeration system for the 
Stockton DWSC.  Construction is on schedule to have the facility completed by 
fall 2006 and begin testing and operational monitoring in spring 2007. 

CVRWQCB-9 

Please see Master Response H, Cumulative Impact Baseline Conditions. 

CVRWQCB-10 

In Appendix D, Figures D-23 and D-24 show comparisons of the DSM2 results 
and the Stockton tidal stage and tidal flow for the calibration periods of 1997–
1999 and February 1996.  The comparisons are generally good, although 
measured flows and stages appear to be higher than the simulated values for the 
high flow period of February 17–March 2, 1996.  A more focused evaluation of 
the modeling results compared to the measured flows at the USGS Stockton 
(Garwood Bridge) station is available in the Temporary Barriers Program 
monitoring reports for 2003 and 2004. 

CVRWQCB-11 

The description of the likely effects of the SDIP gate operations on flows and DO 
in the DWSC is in Section 5.2 of the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR.  Additionally, Figure 
5.3-21 indicates that Stockton flows will generally be increased with the 
proposed gate operations.  Because the flows during the summer and fall period 
(June–October) will be higher, it is assumed that DO in the DWSC will increase.  
Figures 5.3-22 and 5.3-41 show the assumed changes in the DO from the 
baseline to Stage 1 and Stage 2 operations.  More quantitative evaluation of the 
performance results (i.e., changes in DO in the DWSC) for the head of Old River 
gates will be made as part of the GORT review and adaptive management 
decisions. 
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CVRWQCB-12 

Please see the response to comment CVRWQCB-2. 

CVRWQCB-13 to CVRWQCB-16 

Only those water quality variables that might reasonably be affected by SDIP 
south Delta tidal gate operations or increased exports were selected for impact 
assessment.  Because the projects do not discharge wastewater and SDIP does 
not significantly change circulation patterns in Delta water ways, there are no 
reasonably likely connections between SDIP facilities or operations and total 
mercury or methyl mercury concentrations.  Because there are no established 
assessment methods for total or methyl mercury in the Delta no computer 
modeling to simulate effects has been conducted. 

CVRWQCB-17 

DWR and Reclamation intend to submit an application for Clean Water Act 
Section 401 water quality certification to the State Water Board prior to 
implementation of Stage 1 of the SDIP.  Measures to ensure that the project 
would not have any short-term or long-term effects on water quality are included 
in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR.  The State Water Board will issue a conditional 
permit, which may include additional measures to ensure that there is no overall 
degradation of water quality.  Additionally, the comments in your letter regarding 
mercury and DO have been addressed in the Final EIS/EIR, which will become a 
portion of the 401 certification application. 
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Comment Letter DBW 
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Responses to Comments 

DBW-1 

DWR commits to working with the Department of Boating and Waterways 
(DBW) to consider chemical treatment of any Egeria beds in the vicinity of the 
dredging or construction area prior to dredging to reduce the risk of 
fragmentation and spreading. 

DBW-2 

An environmental commitment has been added to Chapter 2 of the SDIP Draft 
EIS/EIR to ensure that vegetation is removed from equipment used in the water. 

DBW-3 

DWR commits to working with the DBW to support the aquatic weed control 
program.  The proposed gates can be operated to more fully close off each canal 
for some time period.  The more effective closure of the canal will both prevent 
fish from entering the area and prevent aquatic weed spray from being flushed 
out.  These combined effects have the potential of reducing impacts on fish and 
improving weed control. 

DBW-4 

The SDIP operable gates will no longer cause water hyacinth to back up.  Water 
hyacinth will continue drifting toward the trash racks at the DMC Tracy intake 
and at the Skinner Fish Facility within CCF.  Normal removal and disposal 
techniques will continue to be used. 

DBW-5 

DWR will work with DBW to develop these regulations. 

DBW-6 

The design of the boat locks at the gate structures includes signs, navigational 
lights, warning signs, and water level recorders, as described in Chapter 2 of the 
SDIP Draft EIS/EIR. 
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DBW-7 

The boat locks are designed to pass multiple large boats.  Boat surveys conducted 
by DWR indicate that the size of the boat locks will be adequate to allow passage 
of most boats using Delta waterways.  DWR’s personnel performed a study that 
determined the proposed locks would pass all Delta rental houseboats except for 
one very large houseboat 65 feet long.  (McQuirk pers. comm.) 

The bottom hinge lift gate designs can also be used to pass barges when upstream 
stage does not need to be maintained artificially high. 

DBW-8 

The proposed boat locks are designed to pass a number of smaller boats (which 
typically use the area) at a time.  Four boats up to 30 feet in length can be passed 
in a single turn.  The cycle time for the proposed lock is approximately 
15 minutes (depending on the differential head).  This equates to passage of 
about 16 large recreational boats an hour.  Operators will be told to make notes of 
average wait times for boat lock users.  If wait times become significant, other 
measures can be installed to reduce potential impacts on the environment.  Public 
restrooms and trashcans are included in the current plans for the boat lock 
facilities. 
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Comment Letter DC 
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Responses to Comments 

DC-1 

The text in Section 7.1 of the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR has been modified to provide 
quantitative information regarding Williamson Act contracts and land use 
changes. 
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